receive predominant attention though there is sonme discussion of infantile deprivation and of the effect of hypoacusis and dysacusis.
THIS book aims at presenting accurate and up-to-date information about medical microbiology for practising clinicians, house officers and students. Because of the great increase of knowledge of the fundamental sciences gained in recent years, the opening chapters are devoted to a discussion of their relationship to microbiology. The rest of the book includes sections on bacteriology, mycology, virology and antimicrobial chemotherapy with the welcome addition to this edition of a chapter on medical parasitology.
Part of the section on viruses has been revised and rewritten. It includes new material on such substances as viruses and cancer, enteroviruses and the isolation of viruses. The reading of the chapter on the isolation of viruses from clinical specimens would prove rewarding to those who may, with reason, be in some doubt as to what specimens to send for laboratory examination, when to take them and how to send them to the laboratory.
Though not a word is wasted, the book is easy to read, the illustrations are excellent and the general arrangement of the text makes it an easy book for reference.
The book is a "paper-back" but the binding is strong and, as one knows from experience, it stands up to quite hard' wear. It is good value for the expenditure of about 40 shillings. THIS book contains twenty-six papers published since 1948 in various British and American medical journals; over half of them have appeared in the "British Medical Journal." They are arranged in three groups: clinical trials and treatment, field trials of vaccines, and studies of epidemiology and aetiology of disease. In each group, the "philosophy" and methodology are outlined in the first few papers and illustrated in the remainder by practical applications. Three papers set out the philosophy and methodology of clinical trials. They contain no statistics and should be read by anybody contemplating, for the first time, a clinical evaluation of treatment; indeed many who have attempted such evaluation might find much to interest them here. The practical examples in this section are reports of trials on streptomycin treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis, chemotherapy of pulmonary tuberculosis in young adults, antihistaminic drugs in the prevention and treatment of the common cold, cortisone and aspirin therapy for early rheumatoid arthritis, and long terin anticoagulant therapy for cerebrovascular disease.
The section on the experimental approach in preventive medicine starts with the three Harben lectures of 1957 on the problems of experiments in man, controlled trials of vaccines, and problems associated with trials for influenza and the common cold. Reports to the Medical Research Council by their committees follow; the subjects are: the prevention of whooping cough by vaccination, B.C.G. and vole bacillus vaccines in the prevention of tuberculosis, and trials of an influenza vaccine. Large numbers of subjects and observers were inevitable and consequently the details of the organisation and conduct of these trials are particularly valuable for future reference.
